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From our house to yours...
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Since Robert Burns, S
was born on January 25 in 1759, his admirers around
the world have chosen a date late in January or early i
February to celebrate wi|MNresdor@Burns S
event is cause for great merriment, feasting, toasting | Joumey Home 6
and reading of Burns poems, specific#iiydress to A Journey Home 7
Haggis.This event is usually sponsored by Scottish
Clubs, cutting across Clan lines, as it does in our Up-
per Midwestern area. Two of the best known are The Chicago Supper being he¢ld
at the Union League Club, 66 W. Jackson Blvd in Chicago, on Jgrad the
Mi | waukee Burns Club Supper at the JKI emmer 6s Wi |
homa Ave., Milwaukee, WI. , on Feb."AAPhone 414641-0401).

Address to Haggis 4

What takes place at a supper? | f oubve been to
ence almost everything in duplicate (except athletic events). Highland dancing, bagpipes,
Scottish singing and poetry for sure. JAt this year os

the Caledons(three Scottish tenors), will sing Scottish tunes, and réddriwial Burns
Tribute.So check your local Society and join in the celebration whether it is Chicago, Wil-
waukee or elsewhere.
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A New Years Message

| hope the New Year is going well for everyonét is exciting to begin a year of Clan
Donnachaidh activities and a season of highland gamdsiope each of you will en-

joy the times together to celebrate our Scottish heritage at every opportunityVe

are all kinsmen at some point along the lind.encourage each of you to support the
Clan Centre and Museum with your membership dues to the Clan Society in Scot-
land. The poor economy continues to cause problems with the budget and any dona-
tions we can providds greatly appreciated.

My favorite Burns prose has to be "Address To A Haggis'Each year in January
during the Central Florida Highland Games, my husband, John, and | attend the for-
mal Sponsors' Reception hosted by the Central Florida Scottish American Soci-

ety. John is formally decked out in his Bonnie Prince Charlie outfit and me in my
Duncan Tartan dress.We occupy a table filled with fellow Donnachaidhs and thor-
oughly enjoy the haggis ceremonyAll stand and clap along with the bagpipe band as
they ceremoniallymarch around thebanquet hallfollowed bythe chef and a steam-
ing platter of haggis. Gets your Scottish blood pounding!Then it is time for the
"Address To A Haggis" performed skillfully by a fellow with the perfectbrogue. Yes,
it is difficult for us Americans to understand each word but wappreciate the mean-
ing and relish it all the same As the haggis is sliced open, a cheer goes up from the
crowd, and the rush is on to partake while the steam rise3ohn LOVES haggis and |
usually sample his, but my favorite is the neeps n' tattie#.is a joyous evening and
one we look forward to each year.

This year | want to make it a priority to finish the booklet, "Suggestions to Help In-
crease Membership". This is a project begun in 2010 but not completed due

to limited content received. The original concept was to collect and print, in booklet
form, ideas submitted from each of the branches covering ideas used at the clan tent,
fund raising projects, children's activities, and general suggestion®lease help by
submitting the ideas used at your branch to attract the Donnachaidhs out there to
join the Branch and the Clan Societylt is my hope to have enough material tfll

the booklet,print and mail a copy to each branch, and take copies to the Clan Gath-
ering and AGM in June. Sharing suggestions among the branches should be a help
to all of us.

Christy Duncan Lange
International Vice Chairperson

clanivc@jclange.com
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Presisdavliets sage from Russ ReEe
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Robbie Burns Night is upcoming. | think most of us can finish the verse. Some of us even know a second
verse. Did you know the song has 5 verses in total, and do you know them? In the correct order? Do you
1y26 | 02dzi GKS gAGOK 2F {KATEKIfAFYK || @S &2dz &°¢
Mmanb @8SIENAR® [SGQAa GUNEB +y Shaé 2ySed 52 &2dz (y296 |
do it at every Games for the Clan parade.

Part of what we are about is to keep alive our stories and knowledge about who we
are and where we come from. Robbie Burns Night is a great way to join with Scof
from many Clans to celebrate our joint heritage. And to have a darned good even
GoA aly3aa FyR OfFGGSNED® | @S | y2iKS N
can follow along. Or for those of a more plebian bent, you might enjoy a wee bit i
at http://joe -ks.com/archives _jan2004/Wee_ Farty.htm

Acclaimed Scottish Singer, per- =

mer and storytellerAlan Beck
So put on your best, gather your good man or good wi Of Caiedon. the n§c‘°
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mind. mortal Memory of Robert Burns
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Russ Read
= CHICAGO CHICAGO
=§3 SCOTS @SCQTS

13th Annual Robert Burns Supper
13th Annual Robert Burns Supper
5:00pm: Cocktails
6:30pm: Supper & Program
9:00pm: Music & Dance

You are invited

to an evening of cocktails,
supper, poetry

& dancing

to celebrate the ) $90 Early Bird (purchase by January 6, 2012)
life and work of $110 Members of the lllinois Saint Andrew Society
$125 Non-Members

m / /. / $150 Patron “Tam O’ Shanter”
/ﬂ &/ % W Ticket sales end January 19, 2012
Scotland’s National Bard Reservations can be made by returning the enclosed

RSVP card, online at www.chicagoscots.org, or by
calling 708 426 7127.

13th Annual Robert Burns Supper

Saturday January 21, 2012
Union League Club of Chicago The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns

65 West Jackson Blvd, Chicago, IL 60604 will be delivered by acclaimed Scottish singer,
performer and story-teller, Alan Beck

Highland Dress Encouraged (member of Caledon, the 3 Scottish Tenors)
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ADDRESS TO A HAGGI Sé. Robert Bur r

Fair fad your honest, sonsi e

Great chieft@aceh 00 the puddi n

Aboon them ad ye tak your pl a
Painch, tripe, or thairm:

We e | are ye wordy o0 a grace
As | angbs my ar m.

The groaning trencher there ye fill,
Your hurdies like a distant hill,
Your pin wad help to mend a mill
Il n time o006 need,
While throd your pores the dew
Like amber bead.

His knife see rustic Labour dight,
And cut you up wi o ready sl ei
Trenching your gushing entrails bright,

Like ony ditch;
And then, O what a glorious sight,
Warmr ee ki n 06, rich!
Then horn for horn, they stretec
Deil tak the hindmost! on they drive,
Ti | | abswwhel bdwkgt es bel yve

Are bent like drums;
Then auld Guidman, maist like to rive,
0Bet hanket! &6 hums.

Continued on page 5...
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(Continued from page 4)

Is there that owre his Frenchgout,
Or olio that wad staw a sow,

Or fricasseevad mak her spew
Wi 6 perfect sconner,

Looks down wi &6 sneering, scorn
On sic a dinner?

Poor devill See him owre his trash,
As feckless as a witheroéd r a
His spindle shank, a guid whlpsh,
His nieve a nit;
Throd bloody flood or field
O how unfit!

t

But mark the Rustic, haggfed,
The trembling earth resounds his tread,
Clap in his walie nieve a blade,

He ol | make it whissl e;
And | egs and arms, ano6 heads
Li ke taps 006 thrissle

Ye Powdrs wha mak mankind vy
And dish them out their Dbi
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies;
But, 1 f ye wish her gratefubd
Gie her a Haggis!
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A Visit with Robbie Burns
By Judy Hardin Harkin, Journey Home Consultant

This month, Scots and those of Scottish heritage around the world will be partici-

pating in Robbie Burns Suppers to commemorate an
Grand as that title is, | rather suspect that Robbie would prefer another accolade of-
ten associated with his work, the Peopleds Poet.

mon man and it is those poems that continue to resonate with people of all nationali-
ties around the globe.

This past September, my husband Duncan and | visited the Robert Burns Birth-
place Museum in Alloway. Although we spent the whole day there, there was not
enough time to see and do everything that the museum offered. Still, it was a won-
derful experience. Will you join me in a walk through the memory of that day?

As we wal ked along the Poet
that leads to the museum complex, we quickly learned to look
up as well as down. Weathervanes depict characters and
scenes from the poem Tam 06

to face with fAthe wee, sl eek
mortalized inToaMouse Not very fAweeo,
the same.

We first visited the cottage where Robbie was born on Janu-
ary 25, 1759. He lived there the first seven years of his life. A
white-washed, thatched cottage, it contains four rooms: the
barn, the byre where Robbieb
sel |l at market, the Aspenceod
room reflected the life of a small farmer and his family.

Continued on page 7...



